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1. Ambassador Collins called on Prime Minister Diem at 
1100, April 13, at the latter f s request. Diem began the con¬ 
versation by saying that Ambassador Cpllins had agked him tp 
delay a week before removing Police Chief Sang in the hope 
that, meanwhile, Bao Dai would back up the Prime Minister. 
Ambassador Collins said that he had advised Washington to dig* 
cuss this problem with the French to see if agreement could b6 
reached on an approach to Bao Dai. Washington has not reported 

4 

its reaction. Ambassador Collins said he had told Diem that 
he would do his best to obtain support for removing Sang. Diem 
replied that he could not leave the situation as it is at 
present. Ambassador Collins said he appreciated and sympa¬ 
thized with Uiem f s position and wished that he could be of / 

* 

\ 

more help. 

2. Diem said that the previous day General Gamblez and 
Mr. Wintrebert had brought him a letter from General Ely, Diem 
said that the letter did not say much but expressed good in- 
tentions. Diem said that he had told Gambiez that he planned 


to change the Chief of Police, and that French and Vietnamese <M/x 



studijed^means of retaliating if the Binh Xuyen should 
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react. Diem said that if he could not have the National 
Police Headquarters on Catinat, he would set up the new Chief 
in another building and, meanwhile, planj^f^ ways of capturing 
the headquarters building* Diem said that he had made the 

latter remarks the previous day to Gambles and had said sub- 

« 

stantially the same thing to General Ely on April 9* Ely 
had been reticent but had urged Diem not to act. Diem re¬ 
marked to Gambles that he had waited until April 12. Gamble?, 
suggested that the delay might be used to induce Bao Dai tjo 
remove Sang. Diem said he had answered that he himself has 
the power to sign all decrees, and that it would be embarras¬ 
sing for Bao Dai to oblige him to remove police control from 
the Binh Xuyen. Diem added that Ely*s letter had said there 
were rumors that the French were against Diem. Ely pointed out 
that everything he had done had been to support Diem* To • 
Gambles, Diem said that the French had armed the Binh Xuyen, 
and that it was up to them to disarm them. Diem quoted to 
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Ambassador Collins from the 1937 Protocol between the French 
and the Cao Dai in which it is said that French authorities 
will len^ arms and materiel to the sect. The same Protocol 
says that Cao Dai forces were to be dissolved when they were no 
longer necessary to fight the Viet Minh. Diem said that he in¬ 
tended to point this out to Gambles. 
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3* Diem said that he had received a telegram April 12 
from Bao Dai urging him not to attend the Ban^dung Conference. 
Accordingly, Minister for Plan Thoai will head the delegation. 
The two themes which the Vietnamese Delegation will stress are 

t 

the refugee problem and Vietnam’s peaceful intentions as demon¬ 
strated by its reduction of the armed forces to 1QQ,QOO. 
Ambassador Collins said that he strongly recommended that Thoai 
make contact at BanAdung with General Roraulo. 

4* Ambassador Collins said that he was perturbed by the 
recent attacks on the ICC. He referred to the Nha Trang epi¬ 
sode and a recent speech by Belgian Priest Willichs printed . 
in Viet-Nam Presse. Ambassador Collins said there is danger 
that the ICC may break up if it is subjected to attacks of this 
sort. Recently, the ICC has filed a strong report against the 
Viet Minh. Moreover, the Indian attitude is changing. Diem 
interrupted to say that he entirely agreed. He added that the 
Wha Trang episode had been caused by popular feeling against 
the Binh Xuyen. When the ICC team appeared without warning / ' 
and accompanied by two Viet Minh liaison officers, the popula- % 
tion had risen in fury. He said the army broke up the manifes¬ 
tation and asked the ICC team to withdraw. Ambassador Collins 
said that this episode had been very unfortunate, and that he 
hoped that Diem would issue clear instructions to province chiefs 
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to prevent any recurrence. Diem said that he had already d<w« 
so | and thab the Nha Trang incident resulted from an unforteisid 
coincidence. Ambassador Collins said, with reference to the 
^UllcHs speech, that he would advise Diem to ask Bishop Chi 
to prevent such attacks. He added that, if the ICC breaks up, 
there will be little way of knowing what goes on above the 
17th parallel. The ICC is Vietnam*s best safeguard against 
attach. Diem said that he would speak to the Bishops. 

5. Ambassador Collins said that he had suggested to 
General 0*Daniel that, as a test, one or two Cao Dai battalions 
be moved to a training camp at Quang Trfe. He added that one 
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Cao Dai battalion might be used for the Binh Dinh operation. 
However, he had heard that Colonel Kim does not wish to use 
Cao Dai troops for this purpose. General 0*Daniel will dis¬ 
cuss this matter with Deputy Defense Minister Dung, and we 
think it is a good idea. Diem replied that he was opposed to 
using Cao Dai troops at Binh Dinh, saying that they would moke 
Cao Dai propa^Aganda. He agreed, however, that Cao Dai troops 

should be sent to a training center. /' 

* * 
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6. Ambassador Collins said that he had had a briefing 
on Viet Minh penetration in the south. He said that, although 
we have no responsibility, he was disturbed to see the ext«nt 
of Viet Minh penetration. He said he had asked O'Daniel to 
have a check made on whether National Army troops had been 



into these areas* Ambassador Collins went on tp say that 
he had heard of difficulties with the Commander of the Fourth 
Military Region (Plateaux), Binh Quang Binh, who is said to 
run tp Diem when he has difficulties with any one else. Diem 
said that he had never seen the mau or had any contact with 
hiqu 

7. Ambassador Collins asked what progress Diem had 
made in considering the problem of government reorganization. 
Diem said that the previous day he had called in people for 
consultation. Cao Dai representatives had urged him to change 
police direction. Others say Diem should create a cabinet of 
"technicians” and neutral figures without sect representation, 
The general reaction of those he had consulted was that, owing 
to the crisis, it will be difficult to attract new blood tp 
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the Cabinet • 

$♦ Ambassador Collins asked Diem his intentions with re- 
spect to the tg oo pg . Diem replied that he had received another 
telegram from Bao Dai April 12, asking him to observe the truce 
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at least until April 20. Bao Dai had said vaguely that some 
satisfactory solution might be reached before the end of the 

month. Diem said that he was issuing no orders for military 
operations and would issue none. 





, 9. Diem said that on April 13 he had had another meet¬ 
ing of political representatives with respect to the proposed 
High Council. However, the same persons who had failed to 
attend the first meeting were absent again. 

10. Continuing the discussion of his consultation, Diem 
said that spme people thought he ^acT^set up an interim govern¬ 
ment and plani^ to hold general elections in two or three 
months. Ambassador Collins interposed an objection, saying 
that the provisional assembly should draw up the necessary 
election regulations. Diem said that many people are not 
pleased with the fact that- sixty seats are reserved in the 
provisional assembly for political parties and groups. 

Ambassador Cpllins repeated his recommendation against chang¬ 
ing the present formula, and said that the provisional assemblyj 
when established, must be as widely representative as possible 

and include the opposition. He added that the original argu- U 
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ments for setting up the provisional assembly still held good' 
Owing to Viet Minh infiltration, it might be very dangerous to 
hold elections now. He added that, for this reason among 
others, it is very important to avoid civil war: with the sects 
which, if it came, might rule out elections entirely. Ambassador 
Collins added that he hoped Washington and Paris would work out 
a solution to the Dinh Xuyen problem. He said he agreed that 





the government should control its police* The only question 
was how this should be brought about. Meanwhile, the govern¬ 
ment must be broadened. Diem repeated his earlier remark * 
about an interim government and early elections, saying this 
would tend to indicate that he did not wish to stay in office 
forever or perpetuate a personal government. 

11. Diem reverted again to the police question, saying 
that he intended to find a new building in which to set up i 
the new Chief Colonel Le. Ambassador Collins asked what Di*to 
believed would be the Binh luyen reaction if Sang were re¬ 
moved. Diem said he did not know, but that he felt French 
and Americans should say firmly to the Binh Xuyen that they 
would not tolerate any adverse reaction. Ambassador CollinS 
replied that the United States cannot issue any such warnings , 
Diem said that the French can do so, adding that the French 

( 

should leave him free to ask. ' 

12. Diem said that Ambassador Chuong had seen members ot 
the Ministry of Associated States in Paris who had told him 
that a plan was under discussion to resolve the sect problem 
Ambassador Collins said that we are studying this matter now* 
but since it involves an expenditure of more funds, Washington 
approval will be required. Diem asked when the plan might be 
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completed. Ambassador Collins said that there was no definite 
date, but that approval might be secured in two or three days* 




, <7 \ ' 


cci Political Section 


PSturm/em 









